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SUBJECT: DEATH OF SOVIET PRIVATE VISITOR 

REF: MOSCOW 123532 

1 . BORTNYK CASE BECAME CONTENTIOUS ISSUE WITH SOVIET CON- 
SUL PONOMAREV COB MAY 15 BECAUSE SCHEDULED MAY 16 FUNERAL IS 
NOT BEING POSTPONED AS WISHED BY SOVIET EMBASSY, AND BECAUSE 
DEPARTMENT DECLINED TO GRANT 24-HOUR NOTIFICATION EXCEPTION 
FOR SOVIET CORRESPONDENT TO TRAVEL TO PHILADELPHIA TO COVER 
CASE. 

2. PONOMAREV INSISTED THAT SOVIET LAW REQUIRES THAT 
WISHES OF WIFE IN USSR BE ASCERTAINED BEFORE BURIAL TAKES 
PLACE. DEPTOFF NOTED THAT SOVIET LAW DOES NOT GOVERN IN U.S. 
AND EXPLAINED THAT FAMILY IN U.S. HAD SPOKEN WITH WIFE BY 
PHONE, SHE HAD NOT OBJECTED TO BURIAL IN U.S., AND FAMILY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DECIDED TO PROCEED WITH BURIAL. 

3. DURING HEATED PHONE CONVERSATION, PONOMAREV NOTED THAT 
BORTNYK HAD DIED IN U.S. POLICE STATION. AND SUGGESTED THAT 
PERHAPS HE HAD 'NOT DIED OF HIS OWN WISH ". 

4. SOVIET VICE CONSUL KUBANOV IS TRAVELLING TO PHILADELPHIA 
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TO SEE CORPSE AT FUNERAL HOME EVENING MAY 15 AND PRESUMABLY 
CONSULT POLICE ABOUT CASE. 

5. ABOVE IS FOR YOUR BACKGROUND INFORMATION SHOULD MFA 
RAISE CASE IN MOSCOW. 

VANCE 
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